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1 . (currently amended) A ft defibrillator apparatus comprising: 
an electrode with attached lead wire; 

an electrode compartment with an attached^ conductor; 

a source of alternating current; and 

an electrode deployment detector configured for: 

monitoring a magnitude of an electrical characteristic measured from an 
electrical circuit having from said source an alternating electric current path that includes 
said electrode with attached lead wire, said conductor, and a space or other electrical 
insulator intervening between said conductor and said electrode with attached lead wire, said 
compartment conductor being disposed in proximity of said electrode with attached lead wire 
to create capacitance in said electrical circuit; and 

identifying, based on a change of said magnitude, an occurrence of at least 
one of handling of said electrode with attached lead wire and removing of said electrode with 
attached lead wire from a packago coptaining said oioctrodo with attached l e ad wire the 
compartment , 

2. (original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said electrical circuit is 
configured so that said magnitude varies with said capacitance. 

3. (original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said electrical circuit includes an 
integrator in series with said capacitance. 

4. (original) The apparatus of claim 3, wherein said electrical circuit further • 
includes a rectifier for rectifying input voltage to the integrator. 

5. (original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said source periodically shifts 
between different frequencies of alteration. 

6. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 5, wherein said electrical circuit 
is configured so that said magnitude varies with said capacitance; and 

wherein said electi-ode deployment detector is configured to perform said 
identifying based on at least one of a sum and a difference between measurements of said 
magnitude that correspond to respective ones of said frequencies. 
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7. (original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the alternating electric current 
path further includes another electrode and attached lead wire. 

8. (original) The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the alternating electric current 
path fiirther comprises an electrically conductive medium disposed between the electrodes 
that provides a pathway for flow of electric current from one of the lead wires to the other by 
means of the electrodes and said medium. 

9. (original) The apparatus of claim 8, wherein activation of a source for the 
electric current from one of the lead wires to the other and activation of said source of 
alternating current are alternated in a time division manner. 

10. (original) The apparatus of claim 1, comprising a defibrillator that is 
configured to issue a sequence of user prompts and to advance from a particular one of the 
user prompts to a next one of the user prompts upon said identifying. 

1 1 . (currently amended) A method of detecting when a defibrillator electrode has 
been handled or removed from a storage compartment comprising the steps of: 

nionitoring a magnitude of an electrical characteristic measured from an electrical 
circuit having from an alternating current source an alternating electric current path that 
includes an electrode with attached lead wire, a conducto r attached to the storage 
compartment , and a space or other electrical insulator intervening between said conductor 
and said electrode with attached lead wire, said conductor being disposed in proximity of 
said electrode with attached lead wire when the electrode is stored in the compartment to 
create capacitance in said electrical circuit; and 

identifying, based on said magnitude, an occurrence of at least one of handling of 
said electrode with attached lead wire and removing said electrode with attached lead wire 
from g packago containing said oloctrode with attached load wiro the storage compartment . 



12. (original) The method of claim 11, wherein said electrical circuit is configured 
so that said magnitude varies with said capacitance. 
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13. (currently amended) The apparatus m ethod of claim 1 1 , wherein monitoring 
ftiither comprises monitoring a magnitude of an electrical characteristic measured from 
saidan electrical circuit which includes an integrator in series with said capacitance. 

14. (currently amended) The apparatus m ethod of claim 13, wherein monitoring 
further comprises monitoring a magnitude of an electrical characteristic measured from mid- 
an electrical circuit which further includes a rectifier for rectifying input voltage to the 
integrator. 

15. (original) The method of claim 11, wherein said source periodically shifts 
between different frequencies of alternation. 

16. (original) The method of claim 15, wherein said electrical circuit is configured 
so that said magnitude varies with said capacitance, and wherein the identifying step 
performs said identifying based on at least one of a sum and a difference between 
measurements of said magnitude that correspond to respective ones of said frequencies. 

17. (currently amended) The method of claim U, wherein monitoring fxirther 
comprises monitoring a magnitude of an electrical characteristic measured from an electrical 
circuit having said -4he alternating current path which further includes another electrode and 
attached lead wire. 

18. (currently amended) The method of claim 17, wherei n monitoring further 
comprises monitoring a magnitude of an electrical characteristic measured fi-om an electrical 
circuit having said4 he alternating current pat h which further comprises an electrically 
conductive medium disposed between the electrodes that provides a pathway for flow of 
electric current from one of the lead wires to the other by means of the electrodes and said 
medium. 

19. (currently amended) The method of claim 18, wherein activation of r nonitoring 
flirther comprises activating a source for the electric current from one of the lead wires to the 
other ftHd- in a time division manner with the activation of said source of alternating current- 
aro alternated in a time division mann e r . 
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20. (original) The method of claim 11, further comprising the step of issuing a 
sequence of user prompts, the issuing step including the step of advancing from a particular 
one of the user prompts to a next one of the user prompts upon said identifying. 

21. (canceled) 



